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The Eternal Victim 

 

Rachel has turned 16. According to her, this means several things; 

 She knows everything 
 What she doesn’t know isn’t worth knowing 
 She is, in fact, in charge 
 I am an idiot who knows nothing 
 The only way she can 'get what she deserves' is to 'move out of this hell hole'. 
 

I have observed that she finds her brother and sisters ‘so annoying’ because they will 
not do as she says. She often insults them and speaks in a rude and disparaging way to 
them. She then becomes quickly outraged when they answer her back.  

 

Rachel is surprised that I am encouraging her to move out. I have pointed out how much 
it costs to live in a bed-sit, but Rachel is convinced that she can manage on her EMA 
(£30pw) and her Saturday job (£34pw). This will give her ample money to live, buy 
clothes, run a mobile, eat, socialise and travel to and from college, and run a small yacht. 
I did explain that she would also need money for a rental deposit and a month in 
advance. This prompted a great deal of sulking and pouting, ‘It’s not fair’ etc. She was 
convinced I was making it all up just to be awkward.  

She underestimates my delight at the prospect of her moving out. There is hope in my heart 
of a house where there is less tension, less anger, less pretending and less children. 

Unfortunately, she (naturally) loses her job when she decides that it is ‘too rainy’ to go to 
the (cosy, indoor) shop one Saturday. She is livid when the boss promptly sacks her. 

Apparently, it is ‘so unfair’. I point out to Rachel that there about 30,000 unemployed 16-
year olds who  

   would quite like to work and get paid. Rachel is unimpressed. 

After all, she is the best. 

 


